
BEFORE

THEPUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NOS. 2003-278-C, 2011-318-C, and 2012-352-C - ORDER NO. 2013-14

JANUARY 15, 2013

INRE: Docket No. 2003-278-C - Application of
Telrite Corporation for a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity to Provide
Resold Intrastate Interexchange
Telecommunications Services within the
State of South Carolina

Docket No. 2011-318-C - Application of

Applewood Communications Corporation for
a Certificate of Public Convenience and

Necessity to Provide Resold Interexchange
Telecommunications Services throughout the
State of South Carolina and for Alternative

Regulation

and

Docket No. 2012-352-C - Application of
Telrite Corporation and Applewood
Communications Corporation for Approval
of an Asset Purchase Agreement

) ORDER APPROVING
) ASSET PURCHASE
) AGREEMENT
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 58-9-310 (Supp. 2011), this matter comes before

the Public Service Commission of South Carolina ("Commission") on the Application of

Telrite Corporation ("Telrite") and Applewood Communications Corporation

("Applewood") (collectively "Applicants") for Approval of an Asset Purchase

Agreement. Under this Agreement, Telrite will acquire substantially all of the assets of
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Applewood, including, but not limited to, Applewood'scustomeraccountsin South

Carolina.

Telrite is a Georgiacorporationwith principal officeslocatedat4113Monticello

Street,Covington,Georgia30014.Telrite is acertifiedlongdistancetelecommunications

resaleproviderin SouthCarolina.1

Applewoodis a Delawm'ecorporationwith principal offices locatedat 1057Bill

Tuck Highway, Suite 224, SouthBoston,VA 24592. Applewood is a certified long

distancetelecommunicationsresaleproviderin SouthCarolina.2

According to the Application, the acquisitionwill consolidatethe businessand

customeraccountsof Applewoodwith Telrite in orderto createa single,largerprovider

of telecommunicationsservicesfor thepurposeof facilitatingefficienciesto benefitall of

Telrite'sandApplewood'scustomers.TheApplicantsstatethat se_wiceto Applewood's

customerswill continueunintelTupted.

Furthermore,the Agreementallowscustomersof Applewoodthe opportunityto

switch theirserviceto a differentcara'ier.Telriteanticipatesthatnoneof thecustomersof

Applewoodwill experienceanychangein ratesdueto theacquisition. To theextentthat

anyof Applewood'sratesarenotpresentlyincludedin TeMte'stariffs, Telritewill amend

its tariffs accordinglyto include such rates. As a result, Applicantsaffirm that the

transaction should not cause any inconvenienceor confusion to the pre-existing

i Tekiteprovidesresoldlongdistancetelecommunicationsservicesin SouthCarolinabytheauthority
grantedbyacertificationdated9/29/04inDocketNo.2003-278-C.

2ApplewoodprovidesresoldlongdistancetelecommunicationsservicesinSouthCarolinabytheauthority
grantedbyacertificationdated1/12/12inDocketNo.2011-3I8-C.
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customersof eithercompany.Thosecustomersof Applewoodwho choosenot to switch

their serviceto adifferentcarrierwill receiveservicefromTelfite.

In addition,theApplicantsmaintainthat thetechnical,managerial,andfinancial

personnelof Applewoodwill assistwith the transitionand integrationof the acquired

assets-afterthe transaction,and the technical,managerial,and financial personnelof

Telrite will continueto servethe transferredApplewoodcustomerswith the samehigh

level of expertise.

TheApplicantsfurtheraffirm that continuedhigh quality serviceto all customers

currently servedby Applewood is critical to the acquisition. They also claim the

acquisitionwill servethe public interestbecauseit will ensurethat currentApplewood

customersmaintainuninterruptedservice. Last, Telrite maintainsthe acquisitionwill

createaheightenedlevel of operatingefficiencywhich generallywill serveto enhanceits

overall capacityto competein the marketplaceand to provide telecommunications

servicesfor a greaternumberof consumersin SouthCarolinaat competitiverates.

After reviewof theApplicationandinformationcontainedin the abovecaptioned

Dockets,we find thatthis acquisitionis within thepublic interestandthereforeapproved.

Following consummation of the acquisition, Applewood's Certificate of Public

ConvenienceandNecessitywill becancelled,andits tm'iff deemedwithdrawn.
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This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further order of the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHECOMMISSION:

a ' . _rl"g'_,_I{_irman

ATTEST:

Ran_yMi_thell,__

(SEAL)
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